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SUBJ: INDO-BANGLADESH RELATIONS 

REF: NEWDELHI I8I5I (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: MEA OFPICIALS CONTINUE TO TAKE A RELAXED 
ATTITUDE TOWARD RELATIONS WITH BANGLADESH AND PROPESS 
NOT TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT GENERAL ZIA'S VISIT TO 
PEKING. THEY ARE CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE 
PARAKKA TALKS NEXT WEEK BUT DOWNPLAY THE SIGNIPICANCE 
OP BORDER INCIDENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH THE CHAGE JANUARY 6, 

G. PARTHASARATHI, CHAIRMAN OP THE MEA'S POLICY 
PLANNING COMMITTEE, SAID THAT HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY 
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THE LAST ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS ON FARAKKA. THE BANG- 
LADESHI NEGOTIATING POSITION, HE SAID HAD IMPROVED 
AS HAD THE ATMOSPHERE, AND HE WAS HOPEPUL THAT AGREE- 
MENT MIGHT BE REACHED IN THE NEXT SESSION. PARATHA- 
SARATHI SAID THAT HE SAW NOTHING AS YET IN GENERAL 
ZIAUR RAHMAN'S VISIT TO PEKING THAT WOULD INTERFERE 
WITH THE COMING TALKS. OP COURSE, HE ADDED, HE HAD 
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NOT SEEN THE COMMUNIQUE. HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY 
PUBLIC MENTION OF FARAKKA DURING THE VISIT ALTHOUGH, 

HE SAID UNDOUBTEDLY THERE HAD BEEN PRIVATE MENTION 
OF IT. PARATHSARATHI COMMENTED THAT IN DACCA THERE 
HAS BEEN SOME MENTION OF CHINESE ADMIRATION FOR THE 
WAY IN WHICH THE BANGLADESHIS HAVE STOOD UP TO FOREIGN 
PRESSURES. HOWEVER, HE SAID, THIS DID NOT BOTHER 
HIM BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD THE NECESSITIES FOR SUCH 
COMMENT IN DACCA. 

2. 2. A. K. DAMODARAN, JOINT SECRETARY FOR POLICY 
PLANNING AND REVIEW, HAS ALSO TOLD US THAT INDIA HAD 
NO PROBLEMS WITH ZIA'S TRIP TO PEKING. DAMODARAN TOLD 
ALE BERGESEN, VISITING DACCA DCM, AND THE POLCOUNSELORE 
JANUARY 5 THAT THE LANGUAGE DURING THE PEKING VISIT 

ON HEGEMONISM AND EXPANSIONISM HAD NOT SURPRISED THE 
INDIANS WHO IN FACT HAD EXPECTED THE CHINESE TO FLATLY 
SUPPORT BANGLADESH ON ISSUES RELATING TO INDIA. 
DAMODARAN THOUGHT THE CHINESE WERE BEING VERY CAREFUL 
WITHIN BANGLADESH AT PRESENT AND HAD NO CURRENT 
INTENTION OF ATTEMPTING TO EXPLOIT BANGLADESH'S INTER- 
NAL PROBLEMS IN A WAY WHICH WOULD CONCERN INDIA. BURMA, 
HE SAID, WAS MORE OF A FOCUS FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES BY 
THE CHINESE. HOWEVER, DAMODARAN SIAD, THE INDIANS 
OVER THE LONG TERM WOULD BE WATCHING CHINESE ACTIVI- 
TIES IN BANGLADESH CAREFULLY. 

3. DAMODARAN SAID THAT THE INDIANS WERE PLEASED BY 
THE FIRYUBIN VISIT TO DACCA. HE ALSO SAID CATEGORICALLY 
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THAT INDIA HAD NO PROBLEM WITH US RELATIONS WITH 
BANGLADESH (PARTHASARATHI ECHOED THIS VIEW) AND 
THOUGHT THAT AS FAR AS THE GOI WAS CONCERNED, THE 
UNITED STATES HAD PLAYED A POSITIVE ROLE WITH BANG- 
LADESH. ACCORDING TO DAMODARAN, THE PRIMARY INDIAN 
INTEREST IS THAT THE BANGLADESHIS' SENSE OF CONFIDENCE 
SHOULD INCREASE AND THEIR FEELING OF NORMALITY BE 
STRENGTHENED. HE THOUGHT THAT BANGLADESH WAS MOVING 
BACK TOWARD THE PAKISTANI VIEW OF FOREIGN POLICY, WITH 
WHICH INDIA HAS NO SERIOUS PROBLEM, I.E., THE MAINTEN- 
ANCE OF GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS, THE CHINESE 
AND THE AMERICANS. OF COURSE, DAMODARAN SAID, INDIA 
WOULD PREFER THAT BANGLADESHI SUSPICIONS OF ITS BING 
INDIAN NEIGHBOR BE REMOVED BUT KNEW REALISTICALLY THAT 
IT WOULD HAVE TO LIVE WITH SUCH SUSPICIONS. 
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THE RAMIPICATIONS WOULD BE MINIMIZED, HOWEVER, IP 
BANGLADESH CONSIDERED THAT ITS RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
COUNTIRES WERE GOOD. ECHOING THE VIEW OP THE JOINT 
SECRETARY POR BANGLADESH (REPTEL) DAMODARAN SAID THAT 
THE INDIANS HAD MADE A NUMBER OP SERIOUS MISTAKES 
IN DEALING WITH THE BDG OVER THE PAST PEW YEARS, PAR- 
TICULARLY IN FAILING TO BE SUFPICIENTLY GENEROUS AND 
LARGE MINDED ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. DAMODARAN BLAMED 
HE HARD-MNOSED ATTITUDES ON THE GOES ECONOMIC 
MINISTRIES. 

4. REGARDING THE DACCA PRESS REPORT THAT THE CHIEPS 
OP THE BSP AND THE BANGLADESH RIPLES WOULD MEET SHORTLY, 
PARTHASANATHI TOLD THE CHARGE THAT THERE WOULD BE 
SUCH A MEETING BUT THAT THE INDIANS HAD NOT YET 
AGREED UPON A DATE. HE SAID THAT IT WAS NOT GOOD 
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THAT THE BANGADESHIS HAD PUBLISHED THE REPORT JUST 
BEFORE THE PARAKKA TALKS BECAUSE IT WAS NOT HELPPUL 
TO LINK THE TWO PROBLEMS. THERE WAS MUCH INSURGENCY 
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IN MYEMNSINGH DISTRICT, PARTHASARATHI SAID, BUT 
STORIES ABOUT CAMPS AND TRAINING IN INDIA WERE "SO 
MUCH BUNK." THE BANGLADESHIS, HE SAID, TALK OE 
ATTACKS BUT THE NUMBER OE THOSE THEY SPEAK OE IS 
QUITE SMALL. EOR HIS PART DAMODARAN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
QADER SIDDIQUI FORCES MIGHT STILL BE MOVING BACK AND 
EORTH ACROSS THE BORDER BUT, HE SAID, THE BORDER 
WAS DIFEICULT TO CONTROL, AND HE PROEESSED NOT TO 
BE SUFEICIENTLY BRIEFED TO COMMENT ON THE POSSIBILITY 
OP MAINTAINING A STRICT CORDON TO PREVENT CROSS- 
BORDER MOVEMENT. 

5. IN SHARP CONTRAST TO THESE VIEWS ON THE BORDER 
INCIDENTS, THE BANGLADESHI DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
REZAUL KARIM, TOLB BERGESEN MAND EMBOPF JANUARY 5 
THAT THE BDG HAD LODGED ANOTHER STRONG PROTEST WITH 
THE GOI THE PREVIOUS WEEK. KARIM SAID THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN ANOTHER BORDER ATTACK RECENTLY IN WHICH THE 
BSP WAS INVOLVED AND THE ATTACKERS LEFT BEHIND THE 
BODIES OP TWO OP THEIR NUMBER. KARIM DID NOT INDICATE 
IP THE BODIES WERE THOSE OP BSP OR "MISCREANTS" BUT 
SAID THAT THE INCIDENT WAS SERIOUS ENOUGH TO PROMPT 
A STRONGLY WORDED NOTE. KARIM ALSO CONPIRMED TO 
EMBOPP JANUARY 6 THAT NO DATE HAS BEEN SET YET FOR 
BORDER TALKS. 

SCHNEIDER 
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